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Chinese Couplets

¸ Habit of putting peach plate ( ) for exorcism( ) at Chinese new year

¸ Ҭѿ ̆ ῀ Ȃ ҆ ̆ Ȃ( ̃

¸ The first couplets ( , Later Shu ( ) of the Ten Kingdoms period (900s 

AD)

¸ ᵩ Ȃ The new year brings cause for great celebration

¸ ᶃ Ȃ The joyous festival announces eternal spring

¸ Song Dynasty

¸ ҆ ׂ ; ѿ (by )

¸ Ming Dynasty 

¸ ♥ ̕ѿ₴ (by ᾝ for a person working for castrating pigs )

¸ ̆ⱳ ֲׂ ѿ; ₮ ῀ ̆ Ὶ ҕ (by ᾝ for )

¸ ӥ ῀ ; Ԋ Ԋ ҊԊԊԊ῏ ( ̃

¸ Qing Dynasty (by )

¸ ӥ ̆ ̆ Ḃ ;⇔ҙ ̆ ̆ Ҍ

¸ After Qing

¸ ȇ Ȉ̆™ȇ Ȉ̆ȇ Ȉȁȇ Ȉ̆ѿ ȇ Ȉ ; 

¸ ȇ Ȉ̆ ȇ Ȉ̆ȇ Ȉȁȇ Ȉ̆҆ᴧȇ Ȉ ( ᴟ condoling )



Chinese Couplets for Spring 

Festival

¸

http://blog.photo.sina.com.cn/showpic.html


The Longest Chinese Couplets

ԓ ̆ ̆

Ȃ ̔қ ̆ ת
̆ ̆ Ȃ ֲ ᵥ

ҳȂ ̆ ̕
̆ ֓ Ҹ ̆ ̔

̆҆ ̆Ӝ ̆҈
Ȃ

Ԋ ⌠ ̆ ‼ ̆
̙ ̔ ӟ ̆

̆ ̆ᾝ Ȃᴯ үⱳ
ⱬȂ ̆ Ҍ Ԑ̕

Ḃ ̆ ҍט Ȃ ̔
₃ ̆ ̆ң ̆ѿ
Ȃ

ӽ
ᵬ(180 )



Chinese Couplets at Tsinghua

ᾣ ҆‏ ₄

ҬԐ қ י



Chinese Couplets at Web



Chinese Couplets in Entrance 

Exams of Universities (2004)

¸Exams for Henan, Hebei, Shandong, Anhui

¸ (Ref̔ )

¸Exams for Sichuan, Yunan, Jilin, Heilongjiang

¸ (Ref̔ ӽ ) 

¸ (Ref̔אלꞋ ῐ )

¸Exams for Guangxi

¸ (Ref̔ ) 



Project Overview

¸ Dec., 2004, project initiated

¸ Nov., 2005, demo at 21th Century Computing Conf.

¸ April, 2006, featured by CCTV

¸ Sep., 2006, http://couplet.msra.cn launched

¸ Oct.,  2006, again at 21th Century Computing Conf.

¸ Feb., 2007-March, 2007, mobile game test 

¸ Feb., 2008, V2 released, hot talk topic on the internet

CCTV2_innovationDay.wmv
http://couplet.msra.cn/


Principles of Couplet

¸ Principle 1: the same number of words and Chinese characters

¸ Principle 2: coinciding and harmonious tones -- ñPingò () and 
ñZeò (ּ)

¸ Principle 3: 1-1 corresponding -- category of POS, and meaning

¸ Principle 4: meaningful, interrelated contents but not duplicated

¸ Principle 5: same style -- repetition of characters, words, & 
pronunciations, or composition of characters & words

Second 

Sentence (SS)

First 

Sentence(FS)

The problem definition: Given FS, find a SS which conforms with the principles



Why Difficult?

(wind) ---------------- (water)
(blow) --------------- ᶏ (make)
(buckwheat) ---------- (ship)
ꜚ(wave)---------------- (go)

(bridge) ------------- (island)
(not) ----------------- Ҍ (not)

ꜚ(wave) --------------- (go)

(have)----------------- (lack)
(son) ------------------- (fish)
(have) ------------------ (lack)
(daughter) -------------- (mutton)
(so) --------------------- (dare)
(call) -------------------- (call)
(good) ------------------- (fresh)

(Banqiao )---------------- қ (Dongpo )
(produce) ------------------- (live)
(bridge) --------------------- (mountain)
(board) ---------------------- қ(east)

Remark: Banqiao ( ) and Dongpo (қ ) are famous litterateurs

Repetition of 

pronunciations( )

Decomposition of 

characters ( )

Person name

(ֲ )

Palindrome

( )
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System Architecture

Input: 

Training

corpus
Thesaurus

Output candidates

Word lookup

Word Segmentation

Generate candidates

Decode to generate N-Best candidates

Rerank candidates with RankSVM


